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Chalfont St Giles: A Comprehensive History

Part One: Overview, Research Base, and Chronological History

Executive summary

Chalfont St Giles is a Chiltern settlement whose documented history is deep, but unevenly preserved. The strongest evidence
shows a landscape occupied from prehistory, with Mesolithic flints, later Bronze Age burnt mounds, and further prehistoric
finds in the wider parish area. Roman activity is indicated by pottery, roof tile, tesserae and the long-suspected line of a road
along or near Vache Lane, although that road’s precise course remains debated. By the medieval period the place was fully
formed as a parish community focused on St Giles’ church, agricultural land in the Misbourne valley, open fields, manorial
estates, and a mill recorded from Domesday onward.

Its post-medieval history is unusually rich because several nationally significant stories intersect here. The Vache emerged as
the dominant estate under the Fleetwoods in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries; the Quaker settlement at Jordans became
one of the most important dissenting sites in England; and John Milton’s brief residence in 1665-66 made the village part of the
literary history of Paradise Lost. These episodes sit alongside a broader local history of rectors, yeoman and gentry families,
millers, carters, potters, cricketers, school founders, scouts, and later voluntary institutions.

Economically, Chalfont St Giles remained predominantly agrarian for much of its history, but never in a simple “pure village”
form. The parish had a watermill, open fields that survived unusually late for a Chiltern parish, small industrial traces such as
potting/kiln activity, nineteenth- and twentieth-century service trades, and later commuter transformation driven first by the
Metropolitan Railway and today by road and rail proximity to London. The 1889 opening of Chalfont Road station, later Chalfont
& Latimer, was a watershed, and later boundary changes removed Little Chalfont from the historic parish.

The built environment remains a major historical asset. Among the parish’s most important designated buildings are the Grade
I parish church, Grade I Milton’s Cottage, Grade I Jordans Meeting House, and Grade II* The Vache, alongside many Grade II
houses, barns, inn buildings, boundary walls, and the Reading Room. The village’s sense of continuity is reinforced by
community institutions including the village school, Memorial Hall, parish council, scout group, community library, Bucks
Building Society headquarters, cricket traditions, and the annual village show.

Some important caveats are necessary. Online evidence is much stronger for archaeology, listed buildings, church history,
Milton, Quaker/Jordans history, and modern community institutions than for the full run of manorial court rolls, vestry minute
books, overseers’ accounts, and poor-law records. Many of those records are known through catalogue entries but require
direct consultation of Buckinghamshire Archives, the National Archives’ Discovery catalogue, local history libraries, or
subscription genealogy/newspaper services to establish exact call numbers, dates, and granular content. Where a date or
interpretation is uncertain, this report says so explicitly.

Research base and archival trail

This report prioritises official and primary sources where available: Historic England’s National Heritage List entries,
Buckinghamshire’s Heritage Portal, Office for National Statistics material and ONS-derived parish datasets, National Archives
Discovery references, and church/parish or museum pages maintained by custodial bodies. These are supplemented by
scholarly and learned-society publications, especially Records of Buckinghamshire, and by specialist local history websites that
transparently cite deeds, tithe material, manorial evidence and maps.

The most useful repositories and catalogues identified for further work are these:

Repository or catalogue What it appears to hold for Chalfont St Giles Useful references identified

Buckinghamshire Archives Core parish and local authority records; marriage Altered tithe apportionments and correspondence
certificates; wills and parish register entries; tithe = for Chalfont St Giles under D/X 1226.
material; estate collections; maps and photos.

FamilySearch / Findmypast-derived county Parish registers, bishop’s transcripts and later Parish registers for Chalfont-St. Giles, 1584-1881.
church records church records for Buckinghamshire.
National Archives Discovery Census returns, education files, parish creator 1901 census sub-district RG 13/1336; land tax IR
records, manorial and land-tax material. 900/61; elementary education parish files in ED
2/16; creator record for Chalfont St Giles
parish.

Beaconsfield Historical Society Copies/tracings of local maps and plans, especially 1847 tracing of the Chalfont St Giles tithe map,



tithe maps. refs G-Ch/MP/001-002.

Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society Scholarly local-history articles and archaeology in ~ Burnt mounds survey, church murals, medieval
Records of Buckinghamshire. parks, watermill notes, and an article on the Abbot
of Missenden’s estates in Chalfont St Giles.

British Newspaper Archive and related Local and regional press coverage, likely vital for No single article was reliable enough to quote
newspaper holdings nineteenth- and twentieth-century social history, directly in this session, but the database is clearly
property, public meetings, village events and a key next-step source.
obituaries.

Two boundary cautions matter for demographic work. First, some available 2021 statistics refer to the civil parish of Chalfont
St Giles, while others refer to the modern electoral ward “Chalfont St Giles”, which is larger. Second, the Diocese of Oxford
dashboard maps census data onto ecclesiastical parish boundaries and explicitly says these are approximations. Those
distinctions explain why different 2021 totals appear in different sources.

Chronological history

Prehistoric and Roman

The earliest secure evidence is prehistoric rather than settlement-based. A local synthesis notes Mesolithic flints from Crutches
Wood in the Chalfont area, while the Buckinghamshire archaeological notes record Neolithic-Bronze Age flakes and scrapers
around Chalfont St Giles. The parish is more firmly significant for its burnt mounds: Buckinghamshire’s archaeology portal
states that two later Bronze Age burnt mounds were found and excavated in Chalfont St Giles, and Simon Smithson’s survey
reinterpreted the once-called “Roman ovens” as part of the burnt-mound tradition rather than straightforward Roman
structures.

Roman-period evidence is suggestive but not definitive. Buckinghamshire’s Heritage Portal summarises Roman pottery, roof tile
and tesserae from the area, implying some form of Roman building or activity nearby, and the local history literature continues
to discuss a probable Roman road passing through the parish. A specialist local study identifies the supposed route broadly
along Vache Lane toward the Misbourne crossing near the church, but also stresses that the route remains disputed among
historians. The safest conclusion is that Roman presence is well evidenced by finds, while the precise road line remains a
reasoned hypothesis, not a settled fact.

Anglo-Saxon and medieval

The place-name “Chalfont” is generally explained from Old English elements referring to chalk and spring or fountain, fitting
the local hydrogeology of the chalk valley. Yet archaeological evidence for an Anglo-Saxon settlement phase within the parish
itself remains notably thin: Buckinghamshire’s Heritage Portal states that no Saxon remains are known from the parish. That
absence should not be mistaken for proof of no Saxon occupation, only for the present limits of recoverable evidence.

By the eleventh and twelfth centuries Chalfont St Giles is historically visible. The village is explicitly treated as a Domesday
place in modern summaries, and the surviving medieval church fabric confirms a well-established parish centre. The parish
church of St Giles is a twelfth-century foundation with major thirteenth-, fourteenth- and fifteenth-century phases; the
Buckinghamshire Heritage Portal summarises a small original church later rebuilt and enlarged, while Historic England records
the present Grade I building and its long medieval development. The mill is equally ancient: the Chalfont Mill record notes that
it was the mill of the Domesday manor, later in the hands of Missenden Abbey, and still traceable in later map and documentary
references.

Medieval agrarian structures endured strongly in the parish. The open-field study shows that Chalfont St Giles retained two
open arable fields and a common meadow into the era of the tithe survey, unusually late by Chiltern standards. This matters
because it complicates the popular image of a timelessly enclosed Chiltern landscape: much of the parish had long since
become small closes and farmsteads, but significant open-field structures survived into the nineteenth century. That
coexistence of enclosed pastoral/farm units with residual strip agriculture is one of the parish’s most revealing historical
characteristics.

The parish also contained medieval elite landscapes. The Vache is identified as a medieval park in Buckinghamshire
archaeological literature, and later local synthesis suggests that the estate at its largest covered about three quarters of the
parish around 1600. Even if that exact proportion should be checked against estate papers before being treated as final, the
broader pattern is clear: one large estate and several working farms materially shaped the geography, tenurial structure and
social hierarchy of Chalfont St Giles from the later Middle Ages onward.

Early modern

The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries are the key period for the parish’s manorial and elite history. The Vache became the
seat of the Fleetwoods, with Thomas Fleetwood acquiring it in 1564 after making wealth and influence through crown financial
offices; later Fleetwoods included Sir George Fleetwood, MP, and the regicide George Fleetwood. The estate’s history placed



Chalfont St Giles in the orbit of Tudor state finance, early Stuart politics and Civil War memory rather than leaving it as an
isolated agrarian village.

The village’s best-known early modern resident is John Milton. The museum and listing records agree that Milton came to
Chalfont St Giles in 1665 to escape plague in London, and that Milton’s Cottage is the only surviving house in which he lived.
The local tradition, also reflected in museum interpretation, is that his Quaker friend Thomas Ellwood secured the house for
him, and that Milton completed Paradise Lost there; Ellwood’s later question about “what hast thou to say of Paradise Found?”
belongs to the enduring local story around Paradise Regained.

Jordans, within the historic parish, adds another nationally important strand. Jordans Meeting House is listed Grade I, and
Historic England’s educational material states that the meeting house was built in 1688; the graveyard contains William Penn
and Thomas Ellwood. This gives Chalfont St Giles an unusual religious topography: a medieval Anglican parish church, a major
Quaker burial ground, and a literary association all in one parish landscape.

The eighteenth century continued the role of The Vache as a seat of high-status residents. Bishop Francis Hare died there in
1740 and was buried in the family mausoleum adjoining the parish church. The Vache also contains the Captain Cook
monument, a later commemorative layer that links the parish to eighteenth-century imperial and naval memory.

Modern

Modernity came by stages, not all at once. The first local government watershed was the 1894 legislation that replaced vestry-
based civil administration with an elected parish council, and village history summaries place the first meeting in January 1895.
The coming of the Metropolitan Railway was equally transformative: the station at what became Little Chalfont opened in 1889
as Chalfont Road, later becoming Chalfont & Latimer in 1915. This railway did not sit in the old village centre, but it changed
the wider parish profoundly by encouraging growth around the station and ultimately helping to detach Little Chalfont
administratively from Chalfont St Giles in the interwar period.

The late nineteenth century also saw the preservation of Milton’s Cottage. The cottage museum states that it opened as a
museum in 1887, making it one of the oldest writer’s house museums in the world. The same year is associated in local memory
with a campaign to prevent its removal to America and to purchase it by subscription. Whatever the later embellishments to
that rescue narrative, the museum date is secure, and it shows how literary heritage became central to village identity by the
Victorian period.

Twentieth-century civic and charitable institutions deepened that sense of organised community. The Memorial Hall, completed
in 1924, commemorated village servicemen killed in the Great War and continues as a community venue. The scout group was
re-registered as 1st Chalfont St Giles in 1927. Buckinghamshire Building Society traces its origin to 1907 in the village,
originally as the Chalfont & District Permanent Building Society, and still maintains its head office and branch there. The
Chalfont Centre, identified by Buckinghamshire’s Heritage Portal as the first residential centre in England specifically designed
to provide a safe living and working environment for people with epilepsy, gave the parish an additional national philanthropic
significance.

In the twenty-first century the parish remains historically self-conscious and deeply affected by infrastructure. It continues
traditions such as the village show and “best kept village” competition culture, but it is also now part of an area revised by HS2
engineering, including the Chalfont St Giles vent shaft on the Chiltern Tunnel works. Modern Chalfont St Giles should therefore
be understood as both heritage village and living commuter-settlement within a contested infrastructure landscape.

Timeline of major events

Date or period Event Notes
Prehistoric Mesolithic and later prehistoric finds in the Includes Mesolithic flints and later prehistoric
Chalfont area flakes/scrapers.
Later Bronze Age Burnt mounds at Chalfont St Giles Two later Bronze Age burnt mounds excavated in
the parish.
Roman period Roman finds and probable road Pottery, tile and tesserae found; road route along

Vache Lane remains debated.

Eleventh century Domesday-era manor and mill The mill later passed to Missenden Abbey.
Twelfth century onward St Giles’ church established and enlarged Multiple medieval building phases survive.
1564 Thomas Fleetwood acquires The Vache Marks emergence of the estate’s early modern

political importance.

1665-66 John Milton resides in Chalfont St Giles Came to escape plague; completed Paradise Lost
according to local and museum tradition.

1688 Jordans Meeting House built Quaker landmark; Penn and Ellwood buried there.

1740 Bishop Francis Hare dies at The Vache Buried in mausoleum at St Giles’ church.

1887 Milton’s Cottage opens as museum One of the oldest writer’s house museums.

1889 Chalfont Road station opens Later renamed Chalfont & Latimer in 1915.



1895 Elected parish council begins work Civil administration moves from vestry to parish
council.

1924 Memorial Hall completed Built as Great War memorial hall.

1927 1st Chalfont St Giles Scout Group re-registered Modern youth and civic institution.

1933-34 Boundary changes affecting Little Chalfont Northern part of historic parish
removed/absorbed.

2020s HS2 Chiltern Tunnel shaft works Major contemporary infrastructure presence.

People, institutions and community life

Notable residents and associated figures

John Milton is by far the parish’s most famous literary figure. The museum’s own account and Historic England’s list entry
agree that he came here in 1665 to escape plague and lived in the Grade I timber-framed house now known as Milton’s Cottage,
the only surviving residence of his. The educational image record also states that he lived there with his third wife Elizabeth
Minshull. The local importance of Milton is therefore not antiquarian decoration: it is anchored in a surviving building, a
museum collection, and a continuous heritage tradition since the nineteenth century.

Thomas Ellwood, the Quaker writer and friend of Milton, belongs equally to Chalfont St Giles’ story. He is strongly associated
with Jordans and with Milton’s stay in the village, and Historic England’s Jordans Meeting House material places his grave
there. Ellwood helps explain how Chalfont St Giles connects not simply to one great poet, but to a wider seventeenth-century
world of dissent, education, manuscript circulation and religious controversy.

The Fleetwoods of The Vache represent the parish’s most consequential gentry dynasty. Thomas Fleetwood’s 1564 purchase
of The Vache, Sir George Fleetwood’s parliamentary career, and the later regicide George Fleetwood place the estate in
national political history. This was not merely a “local squires” story: the parish became, through the estate, a site where crown
service, financial office, parliamentary representation and Civil War memory all converged.

Francis Hare, bishop and writer, made The Vache an eighteenth-century intellectual and ecclesiastical centre of sorts. He died
there in 1740 and was buried in the mausoleum adjoining St Giles’ church. His presence confirms that Chalfont St Giles
continued, after the Fleetwoods, to attract elite residents with national reputations.

William Penn is associated with the parish through Jordans burial ground rather than residence in the main village. Historic
England’s material notes that Penn is buried immediately outside Jordans Meeting House. Because Jordans lies within the
historic parish, Penn’s grave is part of Chalfont St Giles’ historical geography even though his fame is global and his story often
gets separated from the ordinary history of the village.

J. T. Hearne, the cricketer born and later buried in Chalfont St Giles, illustrates the parish’s link to skilled local families and
leisure culture. Local cricket history records village cricket before the formal club registration of 1870 and ties the Hearne
family closely to that tradition. Hearne’s life is a reminder that “notable people” in local history should include not only poets
and bishops but also sporting professionals rooted in local craft and family networks.

Clergy, schools, clubs and charities

The parish church remains the longest continuous institution in the village. The church’s own history page describes it as the
centre of worship for over 800 years, with medieval wall paintings and a village-centre role beyond liturgy. Earlier clergy such
as Pownoll W. Phipps matter not simply because they served the cure of souls, but because they also wrote the village’s own
self-history, left diaries, and shaped how later generations understood the place.

Schooling has a long, if incompletely digitised, archival trail. National Archives Discovery shows an elementary education parish
file for Chalfont St Giles in ED 2/16, and later county junior school records are also catalogued. The present village school
federation dates from 2011, but that modern administrative form sits on a much longer educational history needing fuller
archival reconstruction through the education files, parish records and school logbooks.

Twentieth-century associational life is unusually well documented online. The Memorial Hall, completed in 1924, remains a
central venue. The scout group’s official history traces its Chalfont St Giles identity from 1927. The community library now
operates in partnership with Buckinghamshire Council, showing how volunteerism has replaced or supplemented older public-
service models. The local Reading Room, itself a listed building, embodies the older culture of improvement and association that
underpinned many late Victorian and Edwardian village institutions.

Local traditions also remain strong. The annual Chalfont St Giles Village Show continues to mix horticulture, craft,
performance, traders and village sociability. Cricket has at least a nineteenth-century club history, and probably an earlier
playing tradition. Recent village-history events organised through the parish council and local historians show a community that
still actively curates its own past.

Economy, demography and transport



Agrarian economy, mill and trades

For most of its history Chalfont St Giles was an agricultural parish structured by farms, meadow, open arable, commons and
estate land. The open-field evidence is especially valuable because it shows that arable strips and common meadow outlasted
what many would expect in a Chiltern parish. The 1840s tithe evidence described by the local field-history study identifies two
arable open fields and a common meadow, with numerous strip owners. This is a more mixed and flexible rural economy than a
simple “one manor village” model suggests.

The mill was one of the parish’s most important economic assets. Buckinghamshire’s Heritage Portal states that Chalfont Mill
was the mill of the Domesday manor, that it later belonged to Missenden Abbey, and that later map evidence records it as a silk
mill in the early nineteenth century with a 4hp waterwheel in 1838. The same entry suggests use down to the later nineteenth
century. That long continuity, and the switch from grain-grinding to silk working, illustrate both persistence and adaptation in
the local economy.

Small manufacturing and service trades were also present. The place-name and census reference to Kiln Yard point to local
kiln or potting associations, while Buckinghamshire archaeological indexing confirms connections between Chalfont St Giles
and the county’s pottery history. Local place-history notes also show tradespeople such as coal merchants, general stores and
butchers associated with named village buildings in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Demographic change

Exact long-run civil-parish population series were not fully retrievable in this session, but the broad pattern is clear: a small
early-modern community, modest nineteenth-century growth, major twentieth-century expansion, and a stable or gently
fluctuating modern parish population after the boundary changes that removed Little Chalfont from the historic parish.

The most secure directly retrievable modern figures are as follows:

Geography and date Population / households Note

Chalfont St Giles civil parish, 2021 5,924 residents PARISH.UK aggregation of Census 2021
output-area data for the civil parish.

Chalfont St Giles civil parish, 2021 4,412 households Same source family of 2021 parish datasets.

Chalfont St Giles ecclesiastical parish 6,363 Diocese of Oxford; mapped approximations

approximation, 2011 to parish boundaries.

Chalfont St Giles ecclesiastical parish 6,269 Diocese of Oxford; mapped approximations.

approximation, 2018

Chalfont St Giles ecclesiastical parish 6,351 Diocese of Oxford; mapped approximations.
approximation, 2021

Chalfont St Giles electoral ward, 2021 11,196-11,198 residents Larger than the civil parish, so not directly
comparable.

Using the modern ward geography as the best retrievable detailed demographic evidence, 2021 Chalfont St Giles had a
population of just over 11,196, of whom 10,083 were recorded as White, 598 as Asian/Asian British or Asian Welsh, 360 as
Mixed or Multiple ethnic groups, 73 as Black/Black British/Black Welsh/Caribbean or African, and 82 as Other ethnic group. In
religious affiliation, 6,137 identified as Christian, 3,830 as having no religion, and 600 did not answer. Health indicators were
relatively favourable in aggregate, with 6,457 reporting very good health and 3,365 good health; 1,363 were classified as
disabled under the Equality Act measure used in the census. Educational attainment was high, with 4,280 of 8,941 residents
aged 16+ recorded as Level 4 or above, and only 927 with no qualifications. Because these are ward-wide rather than civil-
parish figures, they should be read as indicative of the broader Chalfont St Giles area rather than the historic village core alone.

Transport and commuting

Transport history is one of the main drivers of modern change. The historic village sat in the Misbourne valley and on road
routes through the Chalfonts, but the crucial modern shift came with the Metropolitan Railway. Chalfont Road station opened in
1889 on the extension toward Chesham and was renamed Chalfont & Latimer in 1915. That station lay outside the old village
centre, yet it catalysed the growth of Little Chalfont and broader suburbanisation pressures in the parish.

Modern census travel data for the ward underscores the commuter and home-working character of the area. Of 5,298 working
residents aged 16+ in employment in the week before the 2021 census, 2,695 mainly worked at or from home, 2,022 drove a
car or van, and only comparatively small numbers used underground/light rail, train or bus. This fits the parish’s present role as
a high-car-ownership, high-home-working outer-metropolitan settlement rather than a self-contained employment centre.

Built environment

Major historic assets



The village’s historic character rests on a dense concentration of protected buildings and spaces. Historic England records
Parish Church of St Giles as Grade I; the details page and county heritage portal together show a medieval church with
twelfth-century origin, extensive later phases, and medieval mural paintings. Milton’s Cottage is Grade I and described as an
early seventeenth-century house later restored in the eighteenth century. Jordans Meeting House is Grade I and one of the
most important Quaker buildings in England. The Vache is Grade IT* and preserves a complex house with a very long building
history.

Other listed buildings reinforce the narrative of an active agrarian and communal parish: Mayflower Barn (Grade II), Old
Jordans Hostel (Grade II), Reading Room (Grade II), Stonewells Cottage/Stonewells Farmhouse (Grade II), The Stone
(Grade II), and many more houses, pubs, boundary walls, granaries and farm buildings across the village and Jordans. A
conservation-area index identifies 33 listed buildings within the Chalfont St Giles conservation area alone, including 2 Grade I,
1 Grade IT* and 30 Grade II; the wider parish contains additional designated assets outside that core.

Selected listed buildings

Asset Date or principal phase Grade Source

Parish Church of St Giles Twelfth-century origin; major C13- Grade I NHLE 1125011
C15 work; restored 1861-63

Milton’s Cottage Early seventeenth century, restored Grade I NHLE 1125006
in eighteenth century

Jordans Meeting House 1688 Grade I NHLE 1332449

The Vache Probable C15/early C16 core with Grade IT* NHLE 1161651
later additions

Old Rectory Historic core, later alterations Grade IT* Parish building indexes

Mayflower Barn C17, extended in C18 Grade II NHLE 1124977

0Old Jordans Hostel Historic hostel/farm complex Grade II NHLE 1124976

Reading Room Nineteenth-century Grade II NHLE 1124974
civic/improvement building

Stonewells Cottage / Stonewells Probably medieval core with later Grade II NHLE 1311077

Farmhouse work

The Stone Historic house on the High Street Grade II NHLE 1332445

Open questions and annotated bibliography

Open questions and limitations

The main unresolved issues are archival rather than interpretive. The parish’s manorial court rolls, vestry minutes,
overseers’ accounts, poor-law records, estate rentals, and complete tithe apportionments were identified in catalogues
and secondary guidance, but many of the detailed descriptions were not directly retrievable because the relevant archive
catalogues are partially blocked or require in-person consultation. A next-stage archival study should especially target
Buckinghamshire Archives and the National Archives’ Manorial Documents Register/Discovery entries for Chalfont St Giles, The
Vache, Jordans, and associated farms.

The Roman road route is probable but disputed, and there are currently no securely cited Anglo-Saxon archaeological
finds from within the parish boundaries in the sources retrieved here. Also, demographic totals differ across civil parish,
electoral ward, and ecclesiastical parish approximation datasets. Those distinctions have been flagged throughout the
report and should be respected in any quantitative reuse.

Part Two: The Village Talk — Verifying Local Claims

Overview

A second research pass compared a local village talk (rich in twentieth-century memory) against the documentary record. Key
findings, cross-checked against the deep history above, are summarised here.

Talk item Status

Jubilee Homes / Wally Newton album Not verifiable online; likely needs parish minutes, local photo collections or
Buckinghamshire Archives.

William Abraham Shackman / Shackman House Hard to verify online. Strong candidate for archive/newspaper work.



Cherry orchards / donkey carts / local fruit economy Fits the wider agrarian/open-field research, but the cherry-orchard detail
needs local photos/oral history.

Railways missing the village Matches the documentary research: Chalfont Road station opened in 1889
and later became Chalfont & Latimer, helping Little Chalfont grow
separately.

Vache squatter camp / post-war prefabs Not covered in earlier research; needs deeper local archive/newspaper
research.

Roughwood Park / SOE Confirmed partly: Roughwood Park, Chalfont St Giles appears as STS 42, and

Pollards Park House as STS 20a/20b for the Polish section.

Noor Inayat Khan / SOE women Plausible theme, direct Roughwood Park connection not yet fully verified.
Needs SOE file-level checking.

Dad’s Army filming Confirmed: the 1971 film used Chalfont St Giles for Walmington-on-Sea
exteriors.

Captain “John Rayburn” Almost certainly John Hollington Grayburn VC, linked to Chalfont St Giles
and Arnhem — the talk garbled the name.

J. T. Hearne Already documented; correctly highlighted as a major local cricketer.

Milton / church / The Vache / Jordans Strongly covered in the documentary record; Historic England confirms all

key listed sites.

The overall gap: the documentary research was strong on deep history and buildings, but the talk is rich in living memory —
photos, village shops, post-war housing, clubs, pubs and local characters. That needs a second research layer: parish minutes,
local newspapers, Memorial Hall records, village photo albums and Buckinghamshire Archives.

Settlement and historical development (supplementary)

The archaeological record for Chalfont St Giles reaches back into deep prehistory. Buckinghamshire’s Heritage Portal records a
Palaeolithic handaxe from the parish, substantial Mesolithic and Neolithic flint assemblages around Jordans, Wilton Cottage,
Stone Dean, Stivers Wood and Crutches Wood, plus later prehistoric burnt mounds by the River Chess.

By the eleventh century the village is firmly visible in the Domesday tradition. The Buckinghamshire Heritage Portal’s village
record, based on Domesday evidence, describes Chalfont St Giles as holding 4 hides and 3 virgates, with land for 15 ploughs, 13
villagers, 8 smallholders, 4 slaves, 3 mills, meadow, extensive woodland for 600 pigs, and a hawk’s eyrie.

Nineteenth-century communications altered Chalfont St Giles’s relationship to the region without turning it into a railway
suburb in the way that happened elsewhere. Chalfont Road station opened in July 1889 on the Metropolitan extension to
Chesham, became a junction in 1892 when the main line was extended to Amersham, and was renamed Chalfont & Latimer in
1915.

People (supplementary verification)
John Thomas Hearne was born at Chalfont St Giles on 3 May 1867 and died there on 17 April 1944. Wisden described him as
“one of the finest bowlers the game has ever known.”

Dorothy Wyndham Paget, the racehorse owner, moved to Hermits Wood, Chalfont St Giles, in 1940, and is noted for local
wartime charitable giving.

Bridget D’Oyly Carte owned Shrub’s Wood from 1949 and developed the garden there over several decades.

John Dallas Crossman was born in Mackay, Queensland, served with 46 Squadron RAF, was killed over Tablehurst Farm on
30 September 1940, and was buried with family at Chalfont St Giles parish churchyard.

The officer named in the talk as “John Rayburn” is almost certainly John Hollington Grayburn VC, from Chalfont St Giles,
who fought at Arnhem, died on 20 September 1944, and is buried at Arnhem Oosterbeek War Cemetery.

Noor Inayat Khan and other SOE agents are linked to Roughwood Park / STS 42 at the site-history level, but a fully verified
personnel-file reference for Noor Inayat Khan specifically was not confirmed in this research pass.

Wally Newton is described in parish and church event pages as a photographer active in the village between 1945 and 1950,
later contributing to the “Village Voices” archive; his full biography is only partly verified.

William Abraham Shackman / Shakman is commemorated through the present Jubilee and Shelley Shakman Trust,
which runs Jubilee Homes and William Shakman House; the fuller biographical narrative around him is unverified and would
need archive/newspaper/probate work.

Verifying specific talk claims

The Memorial Hall was completed in 1924, built to commemorate village servicemen killed in the Great War — slightly
correcting a “built in 1925” claim.



The claim that Dad’s Army used Chalfont St Giles as film-Walmington is securely verified via the village website’s screen-
history page, IMDb'’s filming-location database (naming the Crown Pub for Martin’s Bank), and Reelstreets.

The Milton’s Elm story is partly verifiable: a 1938 Nature magazine note confirms a national-level campaign over the
threatened demolition of a 500-year-old elm, with a 12-foot stump endangered by road widening. The full later chronology
(1929 council discussion, 1931 stripping-back, 1938 approval, 1962 final removal) depends on parish and county council

minutes not consulted directly.

The village pond’s specific 1946 infilling controversy and Preservation Society vote (38-32) remains unverified online.

The Jubilee Homes 1897 founding narrative, the “Wally’s Wonder Album” appeal, and exact fundraising totals remain

unverified — requiring archive visits.

The Vache post-war prefabs/squatter camp story is plausible in the broader postwar British context but lacks digitised

primary documentation.

The Dr Helen Davidson murder is real and unsolved: museum and history-event pages identify 9 November 1966 in

Hodgemoor Woods as the date and location.

Claims verification summary table

Verification status

Best evidence

Memorial Hall built in 1925

Chalfont Road station opened 1889, renamed 1915

Dad’s Army filmed in village

“John Rayburn” of Arnhem was a local hero
J. T. Hearne was among the greatest bowlers
Dorothy Paget lived at Hermits Wood

Bridget D’Oyly Carte lived at Shrub’s Wood from
1949

Milton’s Elm threatened by road widening

Pond saved by Preservation Society after 1946
vote

Jubilee Homes founded in 1897, upgraded via
Wally Newton appeal

The Vache housed post-war squatters/prefabs

Wally Newton was a Pathé News photographer

Dr Helen Davidson murdered in Hodgemoor

Partly verified / corrected
Verified

Verified

Verified but name corrected
Verified

Verified

Verified

Verified

Unverified — requires archive visit

Partly verified / largely unverified online

Unverified — requires archive visit

Partly verified

Verified in outline

Hall website states completed in 1924

Bucks Heritage Portal

Village screen-history page, IMDb, Reelstreets
Almost certainly John Grayburn VC
Wisden/Middlesex

Amersham Museum

Bucks Gardens Trust dossier

Nature, 1938

Modern pond history page confirms importance,
not the vote

Current trust and housing purpose verified;
historical narrative not yet

No high-confidence open-source confirmation
gathered

Repeated in current local event publicity

Museum/history notices and cited contemporary

Woods in 1966 newspaper titles

Part Three: Roughwood Park, SOE, and the Churchill Question

Executive summary

The strongest evidence supports this much: Roughwood Park in Chalfont St Giles was requisitioned by the War Department in
1941; it then operated as SOE Special Training School 42 and later, under Major Vernon Blomfield, was re-classified as an
Operational Holding School for F Section, the SOE branch concerned with France.

What the current evidence does not prove is that Winston Churchill personally “created Roughwood Park”, selected it, or
directly supervised STS 42 as a site. The archival trail presently supports a narrower and more defensible statement: Churchill
was centrally involved in the political creation and strategic backing of the Special Operations Executive as an organisation,
while Roughwood Park appears in the records as one among SOE’s requisitioned and numbered establishments.

The talk’s description of Roughwood as “the most top-secret institution” in the area overstates the evidence. Roughwood was
certainly secret, but nearby Latimer House is also exceptionally well documented as an intelligence site. The talk’s phrase
“top-secret trading house” appears to be an OCR or speaking-slip error — official descriptors found are school, Special
Training School, or Operational Holding School, not “trading house.”

Churchill, SOE, and the transcript claims

Claim Assessment Notes



Churchill “created” Roughwood Park Unsubstantiated / misleading as stated Churchill backed SOE’s creation; Roughwood was
a requisitioned estate later used by SOE

Churchill visited Chalfont St Giles in connection Unsubstantiated No accessible official or archival hit tying
with Roughwood Churchill directly to Roughwood
Churchill authorised / oversaw STS 42 Probable only in the broad strategic sense Backed SOE strategically; no site-specific

evidence found

Roughwood Park was STS 42 Confirmed Buckinghamshire Heritage Portal and Amersham
Museum both use this designation

Roughwood was an SOE F Section school for Confirmed Amersham Museum identifies Roughwood as an

France SOE F Section school

STS 42 later became an “Operational Holding Probable to confirmed Reported under Blomfield’s tenure

School”

Roughwood was a “top-secret trading house” Unsubstantiated; likely transcript error No source found using “trading house”

Noor Inayat Khan trained/spent time at Probable, not yet fully primary-source proved “New evidence” claimed by Amersham Museum;

Roughwood IWM confirms her SOE role generally

Jacqueline Nearne spent time at Roughwood Probable, with good secondary support Detailed claim including a Roughwood appraisal
quotation

Roughwood Park in detail

The Buckinghamshire Heritage Portal describes Roughwood Park as a late-19th-century mansion later owned by Sir John
Ellerman, requisitioned by the War Department in 1941, used as Special Training School 42 for the French section, and de-
commissioned in July 1945 before being returned to Ellerman.

The key relevant National Archives reference for the property trail is IR 900/61, Buckinghamshire: Chalfont St Giles
(1940-1951).

Major Vernon Blomfield is Roughwood’s most firmly documented wartime commandant — described as the site’s “star
trainer,” later promoted to major and titled Commandant and Chief Instructor, later running Operation Bergamote in France
before returning to Roughwood. His papers survive at the Imperial War Museum as Documents 16205 and catalogue object
1030018328.

Edward Ussher Elliott-Binns is documented as an instructor from late 1943 and acting commandant in June 1944.

Jacqueline Nearne’s SOE personnel file survives as HS 9/1089/4; Eileen Nearne’s as HS 9/1089/2; Eliane Plewman’s as
HS 9/1195/1; Veda Skill’s as HS 9/1370/5.

Timeline: Roughwood Park and STS 42

1935 Estate sold to Sir John Ellerman

1940 Churchill’s government creates SOE

1941 Roughwood Park requisitioned by War Department; becomes STS 42

1943 Vernon Blomfield becomes commandant and chief instructor

1943 Noor Inayat Khan reportedly spends time at Roughwood before deployment
to France

1944 Jacqueline Nearne undertakes recuperation/top-up training at Roughwood

1944 Elliott-Binns becomes acting commandant; Blomfield deploys on Operation
Bergamote

1945 STS 42 decommissioned; property returned to Ellerman

Key archival references identified

Archive Reference Contents

The National Archives CAB 301/49 Origins of the Special Operations Executive (SOE)

The National Archives HS 8/897 (and sub-files /62, /81, /37) Correspondence between SOE and Winston
Churchill

The National Archives IR 900/61 Buckinghamshire: Chalfont St Giles requisition

register, 1940-1951
Imperial War Museum Documents 16205 Blomfield’s account of Operation Bergamote

Imperial War Museum 1030018328 Private Papers of Lieutenant Colonel V E
Blomfield MBE



Buckinghamshire Archives D-X 381 Roughwood Estate papers, including 1913 sale

particulars
The National Archives HS 9/1089/4, HS 9/1089/2, HS 9/1195/1, HS SOE personnel files: J. Nearne, E. Nearne,
9/1370/5 Plewman, Skill
Film and television in Chalfont St Giles
The village has a well-attested screen history:
Production Year Notes
Poison Pen 1939 Village appears in several exterior shots
No Smoking 1955 Listed by village site as filmed in Chalfont St
Giles
The Big Job 1965 Opening bank robbery shot in the village; the
Crown pub mocked up as a bank
Dad’s Army 1971 Village doubled for Walmington-on-Sea
The Sweeney (“Bait”) 1978 Village used for a call scene
Hammer House of Horror (“Visitor from the 1980 High Street, opposite The Crown
Grave”)
The Canterbury Tales: A Miller’s Tale 2003 BBC adaptation filmed in and around the
village
As Time Goes By, Peep Show various Reported in secondary sources; not fully

verified from primary production records

Shops, pubs, and residents

Pub history

The village had a much denser pub network historically than survives today. Five public houses were nominated in October
2021 by the Parish Council for “Assets of Community Value” (ACV) status under the Localism Act 2011, following the loss of the
Milton’s Head to fire and its conversion to flats:

Public House Location Listing / Character

The Merlin’s Cave Village Green, High Street Grade II listed; 17th-century timber-framed core,
1893 Weller Brewery facade

The Feathers High Street (Church Lychgate) Grade II listed; early 17th-century timber frame

The Fox & Hounds Silver Hill Grade II listed; 17th-century brick-and-timber

The White Hart Three Households / Deanway Solid brick 17th-century core, former “Stone
House”

The Ivy House London Road (A413) 250-year-old flint-and-brick coaching inn

The Crown Inn on the High Street achieved fame as a filming location (Dad’s Army, The Big Job, Hammer House of Horror)
before closing in 2013 and converting to a Costa Coffee in 2014, retaining its historic facade.

The Milton’s Head on Deanway was destroyed by fire in the early 2000s; despite a strong local petition to rebuild it as a pub,
the site was sold to developers and converted to residential flats.

Notable modern residents

Name Connection

John Milton Resident 1665-66; Milton’s Cottage survives

Charles Thomson Ritchie Welders House built for him, 1898-99

Ozzy and Sharon Osbourne Reported owners of Welders House, Jordans, since 1993
Nick Clegg Reported birthplace connection

Noel Gallagher Reported former resident (unverified in detail)

Chalfont St Giles in the 21st century



The parish remains relatively affluent by census and Diocese of Oxford deprivation-ranking measures. The adopted
Neighbourhood Plan identifies valued community facilities including the parish church, Milton’s Cottage, Memorial Hall,
Reading Room, Community Library, Scout and Guide halls, Jordans Meeting House, and Jordans Village Store and Hall.
Transport tensions (traffic, car dependence, weak public transport) and infrastructure pressures (A413, HS2 tunnel route)
remain defining modern themes, alongside ongoing concern about sewage discharges into the River Misbourne, which affected
the village’s participation in the Best Kept Village competition in 2024.

Part Four: Deep History — Geography, Etymology, Domesday, and the Church

Physical geography and etymology

Chalfont St Giles sits within the Chiltern Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, on chalk uplands cut by the Misbourne
valley. The village centre lies around 250 feet above ordnance datum, with surrounding tablelands rising above 400 feet. The
underlying Seaford and Newhaven Chalk formations, overlain by Beaconsfield Gravel, give the area its characteristic chalky,
spring-fed hydrology — the direct source of the place-name.

“Chalfont” appears in Domesday (1086) as Celfunte / Cedfunte. An early twentieth-century theory proposed a Celtic-Old English
hybrid origin from a personal name “Caedel,” but this has since been discredited by modern place-name scholarship. The
currently accepted consensus, following Margaret Gelling, derives the name from Old English cealc funta — “chalk spring” —
supported by an eighth-century boundary description referencing “Cealcfuntinga gemaerhagan” near Rickmansworth. The “St
Giles” suffix distinguishes the parish from neighbouring Chalfont St Peter and is first recorded in Latinised form in 1237.

A minor cultural footnote: the Cockney rhyming slang term “chalfonts” (from Chalfont St Giles) has been used in London
vernacular to mean haemorrhoids (“piles”).

Prehistoric and Romano-British archaeology

Infrastructure works (the M25 widening and HS2) have uncovered a sequence of prehistoric activity near the village: a late
Neolithic/early Bronze Age pit with Beaker pottery; Middle Bronze Age pits and gullies suggesting a timber structure or
enclosure; and a Middle Iron Age enclosure with evidence of local iron smelting. LiDAR survey of Hodgemoor Woods has
revealed a probable Roman road and earthworks suggesting a Late Iron Age/Romano-British rural settlement, alongside chalk,
clay, and gravel extraction pits.

The Domesday manors and their descent

Before 1066 the area comprised separate Saxon landholdings; after the Conquest it was divided into two manors. Chalfont St
Giles manor (Chalfont Bury) was assessed at four hides and three virgates, held by Manno the Breton, with arable for 15
ploughs, 13 villeins, 8 bordars, 4 serfs, three watermills, meadow, woodland for 600 swine, and a recorded falcon eyrie.

The manor’s mesne lordship descended through the Wolverton family until the mid-fourteenth century, when the Black Death
(1349) triggered a division into four quarters among heirs. Sir Richard de la Vache consolidated all four quarters by 1363,
uniting Chalfont Bury with the neighbouring Vache Manor, itself held since the twelfth century by the de la Vache family, who
received royal charters of Free Warren in 1303 and 1363.

The combined estate passed through the Restwold family (from 1445/1447) and was eventually sold to Thomas Fleetwood in
1564, beginning the Fleetwood era described in Part One.

Feudal Manor Key Lords Modern Relic Context

Chalfont Bury Manno the Breton (1086); Wolverton = Modern village centre Held of the King in chief
family; Richard de la Vache (1363)

Vache Manor Warner de Vacca (1166); Restwold The Vache estate Subinfeudated from Wolverton
family; Fleetwood family (1564-
1660)

Roughwood (La Rouwtwode) Spigurnel family (1296-1328); Roughwood Park Divided holding
Missenden Abbey

Architectural evolution of St Giles’ Church

The earliest stone church (c.1150-1180) was Norman, with surviving pillar bases in the south arcade. The chancel was rebuilt
and extended in the Early English period (c.1200-1275) to its present 40-foot length, with a distinctive southward inclination
symbolising the head of Christ on the cross. Between 1275 and 1350 a north aisle was added and the south arcade’s Norman
columns were re-cut into octagonal profiles; the west tower was rebuilt in its present position around 1425. Fourteenth- and
fifteenth-century additions include an ornately carved south door and a clerestory with corbel heads carved as Henry IV and his
consort.



Mid-fourteenth-century wall paintings, discovered beneath post-Reformation whitewash during Victorian restoration, survive in
part. During the Civil War, following the Battle of Aylesbury (1642), Parliamentary troops encamped nearby and quartered in
the church itself; musket shot and cannonball damage reportedly survive in the fabric, along with six “Cromwell Pikes” found in
the tower.

Victorian restoration under George Edmund Street (1861-63) and later John Pollard Seddon (1884) reshaped the chancel, nave,
and organ chamber. In 1963-76, a community sewing project produced 147 hand-embroidered kneelers for the church under
Rector Watson Hagger.

Post-medieval politics at The Vache

Thomas Fleetwood’s descendants included George Fleetwood, who raised a Parliamentary dragoon troop in 1642, became an
MP and commissioner for the trial of Charles I, and signed the King’s death warrant (45th signature) in 1649. Knighted by
Cromwell in 1656, Fleetwood was arrested as a regicide at the Restoration in 1660, spared execution but exiled, dying in
Tangiers in 1672; The Vache was forfeited to the Crown.

The estate passed to the Duke of York, then to Sir Thomas Clayton (1665), Bishop Francis Hare (1734), and Admiral Sir Hugh
Palliser (1771) — patron of Captain James Cook. Following Cook’s death in 1779, Palliser erected the world’s first monument to
Cook in The Vache’s parkland (1780-81), a castellated tower with an inscribed eulogium.

From 1955 to 1991 The Vache was owned by the National Coal Board as a training college. A 1956 Australian proposal to
relocate the Cook monument was successfully opposed by the Parish Council. The estate was later redeveloped into private
housing, with a 1990s dispute over public access to the monument resolved in the public’s favour following Chiltern Society
campaigning.

Jordans, the Quakers, and the Mayflower Barn

Quaker meetings began illegally around 1655 at Jordans Farm. In 1671, a small plot (“Well Close”) was purchased for £4 10s as
a Quaker burial ground. Following James II's 1687 Declaration of Indulgence, the Jordans Meeting House was built in just three
months in 1688 — one of the earliest purpose-built nonconformist places of worship in Britain, constructed in plain red brick
with an unpolished deal interior. The graveyard holds William Penn, Thomas Ellwood, Isaac Penington, and other early Quaker
figures; original headstones were removed in the early eighteenth century to emphasise spiritual equality, with uniform
markers added in the nineteenth century.

The adjacent Mayflower Barn (built 1624) became associated in 1920 with a popular but historically unproven theory that it
was built using salvaged timbers from the Mayflower. A piece of the barn’s timber was presented to American Quakers in 1921
for the US-Canada Peace Arch. A 2005 fire damaged a modern extension but spared the original seventeenth-century meeting
room fabric.

Demographic and administrative change

Diocesan records for 1563 suggest around 45 families in the parish. The first national census (1801) recorded 762 people; the
population peaked at 1,297 in 1831 before declining through mid-century emigration. The arrival of the Metropolitan Railway
(1889) began a long recovery and expansion, reaching 1,762 by 1911 and over 7,000 by 1961 at the height of suburban growth.
Little Chalfont, which grew around the railway station, gained independent civil parish status in 2007, reducing the historic
parish’s population to around 5,900-6,000 in recent censuses.

Census Year Population Context

1563 ~225 (45 families) Diocesan survey

1801 762 First official census

1831 1,297 Peak agricultural population

1861 1,217 Rural depopulation

1911 1,762 Arrival of Metropolitan Railway

1931 3,524 Suburban development

1951 4,544 Post-war expansion

1961 7,048 Post-war suburban boom

2001 6,696 Stabilised commuter village

2011 5,925 Boundary changes; Little Chalfont separated
2021 5,905 Stable within conservation boundaries

The Hodgemoor Polish resettlement camp



In 1946 a reception camp was established in Hodgemoor Wood, between Chalfont St Giles and Seer Green, housing displaced
Polish servicemen (many veterans of the Polish II Corps under General Anders, including Monte Cassino veterans) and their
families — known locally as “Little Poland.” At its 1950s peak it held over 156 families and 600+ residents in Nissen huts and
prefabricated barracks, with its own community infrastructure. Residents worked in nearby factories, including Mars
Confectionery. The camp closed in 1962 as residents moved into permanent housing; a memorial plaque and Katyn memorial
urn now mark the site.

The Chiltern Open Air Museum

Founded in 1976 on a 45-acre site in Chalfont St Giles, the museum rescues historic vernacular Chiltern buildings threatened
with demolition, relocating and reconstructing them on-site — to date, 37 structures spanning two millennia. Its collection and
setting, along with the wider village, have made it a popular filming location for productions including Downton Abbey, Call the
Midwife, Midsomer Murders, and Horrible Histories, alongside the village’s own established screen history.

Part Five: The Licensed Trade — Pubs and Inns in Detail

The Merlin’s Cave

Overlooking the village pond, this seventeenth-century timber-framed inn was substantially rebuilt in 1893 by the Amersham-
based Weller Brewery, giving it its present brick-and-mock-timber appearance. Its distinctive name has three competing folk
explanations: a literal “cave” or depression in the rear orchard, possibly linked by local tradition to Milton’s residence and his
familiarity with Arthurian legend; the seventeenth-century astrologer William Lilly, who published under the pseudonym
“Merlinus Anglicus”; or, most plausibly, a naming fashion following Queen Caroline’s celebrated 1735 “Merlin’s Cave” grotto at
Richmond Park, which prompted many English inns to adopt the name.

The Feathers

Opposite the church lychgate, this Grade II listed early seventeenth-century timber-framed building has a massive central brick
chimney stack and a Victorian-refronted street facade over an older jettied structure. Historically subdivided to include a
saddler’s shop and later a newsagent, it likely served as a natural site for parish vestry gatherings given its churchyard-facing
position.

The Crown Inn

A traditional High Street timber-framed inn that achieved national fame as a filming location — used as “Martins Bank” in the
1971 Dad’s Army film, and featured in The Big Job (1965) and a 1980 Hammer House of Horror episode. It closed in 2013 and
was converted to a Costa Coffee in 2014, retaining its historic exterior. (Care should be taken not to confuse this Crown with
the similarly-named Crown Hotel in nearby Amersham, which has a distinct and separately documented coaching-inn history.)

The Pheasant Inn

On the London Road (A413), at the junction with a road shadowing the line of the ancient Roman St Albans-Silchester road, this
Grade II listed inn was acquired by the Weller Brewery of Amersham in 1822. Cromwell’s Parliamentary dragoons were
reportedly quartered in its grounds during the Civil War, while Cromwell himself stayed at “The Stone” opposite. A sequence of
licensees is recorded through census and trade-directory entries from 1861 to 1915. The inn closed in 2008 and was converted
in 2012 into a veterinary centre.

Period Licensee Origin

1861 Joseph Watson Harefield, Middlesex
1869-1871 William Blake Wendover, Buckinghamshire
1881-1899 Henry Jeffcoatt Preston, Northamptonshire
1901 Charles Flexman Little Baddow, Essex
1903-1911 Alfred Luff Elstead, Surrey

1915 Mrs Caroline Luff Surrey

The Ivy House

A flint-and-brick coaching inn roughly 250 years old, on the London Road, associated with local highwayman legend and ghost
stories tied to its isolated position on the London approach road. Now managed by Fuller’s with en-suite accommodation.

The White Hart and Kiln Yard



In the hamlet of Three Households, this pub occupies the site of a former brick residence, “Stone House,” historically linked to
the adjacent “Kiln Yard” — a nineteenth-century brickworks and clay-extraction site with a transient, largely non-local
workforce recorded in the 1851 census. Now part of the Chef & Brewer Collection with eleven en-suite rooms.

The Fox & Hounds

A Grade II listed seventeenth-century brick-and-timber pub on Silver Hill, serving the outlying agricultural and timber-working
hamlets of the northwest parish.

The Milton’s Head and lost pubs

The Milton’s Head on Deanway was destroyed by fire in the early twenty-first century; despite a strong community petition, it
was not rebuilt as a pub and was instead converted to residential flats — a pivotal moment that spurred the Parish Council’s
later Assets of Community Value campaign.

Assets of Community Value

In October 2021, the Parish Council nominated the five surviving pubs (Merlin’s Cave, The Feathers, The Fox & Hounds, The
White Hart, and The Ivy House) for Assets of Community Value status under the Localism Act 2011 — a designation that
triggers a six-month moratorium on sale, giving the community time to organise a purchase bid and deterring speculative
residential conversion.

Public House Location Status

The Merlin’s Cave Village Green, High Street Grade II listed; ACV nominated
The Feathers High Street Grade II listed; ACV nominated
The Fox & Hounds Silver Hill Grade II listed; ACV nominated
The White Hart Three Households / Deanway ACV nominated; hotel rooms
The Ivy House London Road (A413) ACV nominated; hotel rooms

Concluding note on sourcing

This report draws on Historic England’s National Heritage List, the Buckinghamshire Heritage Portal, National Archives
Discovery, Imperial War Museum and CWGC memorial records, the Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society’s Records of
Buckinghamshire, Amersham Museum'’s local research, the Diocese of Oxford census dashboard, ONS-derived 2021 Census
data, and a range of local and village-history websites. Where a claim rests only on local oral tradition, village talks, or un-
consulted archival catalogue entries, this has been flagged explicitly as unverified or requiring further archival work, in line
with the principle of separating documented fact from local folklore.



